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Sunday, November 15, 1992

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Kurdistan

realizing a fragile dream

By Caryle Murphy
WASHINGTON POST

IRBIL, Iraq — Out of the whirlwind
known as the Persian Gulf war, a
dll'_eam called Kurdistan has come to
life.

When that conflict ended nearly
w0 years ago, the 3.5 million Kurds
of northern Iraq were living a repeat
performance of their difficult his-
tory: Defeated, shivering and dying,
they huddled in freezing mountain
passes after an abortive postwar up-
rising against Baghdad.

Today, that disaster is a memory as
a result of a US. intervention that
started as temporary but has turned
open-ended. Under allied protection,
Iraqi Kurds have come home, elected
a local parliament, and begun to ex-
perience their revolutionary, but
fragile, experiment in self-rule.

After decades of repression, the
Kurds feel an almost dizzy joy at
their new-found freedom. But this
elation is wearing thin against harsh
economic conditions, likely to wors-
en despite a planned UN. winter
relief program.

As for Kurdistan's political leaders,
who say they have received high-
level US “commitments” from fig-
ures in the outgoing Bush adminis-
tration that Washington will not
abandon them, as it did once before,
the nagging question remains: What
if the Americans change their mind?

Although unyoked politically, the
Kurds are heavily taxed by Kurdi-
stan’s dire economic straits. Gaso-
line, smuggled out of the Iragi-con-
trolled town of Mosul, costs $50 a
gallon. There is no kerosene for
cooking or home heating, so forests
have been stripped for firewood.

“It's very miserable,” said Nageeba
Najeeb, 21, a Dahuk resident who
had been standing in line for subsi-
dized bread since 3a.m. “... We don't
have oil and gas; flour is scarce. ...
Let me explain, the security condi-
tion is very nice for us, but the
economic conditions are. very bad.”

Kurdistan's doctors, complaining
about a lack of medicine, laboratory
solutions, and parts for hospital
equipment, sound much like their
peers in Baghdad — for the same
reason. Kurdistan is subject to the
U.N. trade embargo just as much as
the rest of Iraq. Although medicine
is not barred from either place, the
flow of drugs has greatly dimin-
ished, and import of medical parts is
extremely difficult.

“In the US., maybe you see 200
cases [of Malta fever] a year,” said
Mohammed Othman, a physician at
Irbil’s Saddam Hospital. “In this city,
we see 200 per day because there is
no pasteurization of milk.”
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For now, the only thing standing
between this endangered experi-
ment and its four hostile neighbors
is the United States and allies Britain
and France. They became guarantors
of Kurdistan’s fate by their creation
of a security zone here after the gulf
war, their continuing aerial surveil-
lance of northern Irag, and their
promises to Kurdistan’s leaders.

In the hilltop village of Amadiyah,
the Iraqi flag is no longer displayed
in the elementary school for girls.
Pictures of Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein
are gone. The schoo),
once named “17th of
July” for the revolu-
tion that brought his

Although
secure, lraqi
Kurds still

Taher Tayib Ahmad, 41, a transla-
tor at the station, said people liked it
because “it makes jokes about politi-
cians.” '

For example, Ahmad ex.
plained with a chuckle: “Remember
when Saddam swam the [Tigris]

river? They alternated between this
and another shot of a snake slither-
ing through water.”

At Irbil’s Children’s Hospital, 37
percent of patients admitted over the
last six months were suffering mal-
nutrition or diarrhea.

Kurdish leader Mas-
soud Barzani said 4,500
of Kurdistan's 5,000 vil-
lages were destroyed in
Hussein’s two-decade-

Party to. power, has TN living out” resistance. to hi
been rechristened  CONditions rule. Most of them re-
“Barzan,” after a promi- H main jumbled wrecks,
nent Kurdish family. qmte harsh. their dynamited stone

" “Before, the party

people were telling us what to do,”
said principal Eveline Sadiq Toon.
“They came to the school and were
forcing us to go with the children to
ceremonies. . .. But now, if there isa
holiday in Kurdistan they do not
Torce us to go to ceremonies. Now we
are free.”

.- Her students still use the same
textbooks as before, but their own
history is no longer hidden. A poster
-in the corridor solicits donations for
survivors of Halabja, the Kurdish
village where more than 5,000 people
‘were killed in a chemical weapons
attack by Iraq’s military in 1988.

- Kurdistan's capital, Irbil, now has
four party-owned TV stations to com-
-pete with broadcasts from Baghdad.
Anyone wanting to be up with office
chitchat tunes in Zoom-Zoom, a pro-
-gram of political satire and commen-
tary on the station of Kurdish leader
Jalal Talabani's party.

houses littering the
lush, spectacularly beautiful coun-
tryside. Thousands of their resi.
dents, without resources to rebuild,
are living in tents, abandoned Iragi
military camps, and even in the jail
cells of the former Iraqi secret police
headquarters in Sulaymaniyah.

In big-nation politics, Kurdistan is
still a baby. Last month, its parlia-
ment declared that Kurdistan would
be an autonomous state within a
new, federal system in Iraq — when,
and if, Hussein leaves office. The rest
of Iraq’s exiled opposition endorsed
this at a conference two weeks ago,
but there is no guarantee a post-
Hussein government would accept it.

Meanwhile, the mere idea of Kurd-
ish autonomy within Iraq is anath-
ema to Kurdistan's other neighbors,
Turkey, Iran and Syria — all of
which fear the impact of the Iragi
Kurds' experiment on their own
Kurds.

Continue on Page §
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Kurds’ regime decried

Iran, Syria and Turkey endorsed a unified Iraqg.
They rejected the Kurds’ self-proclaimed state.

RELTERS

ANKARA, Turkey — Iran, Syria and
Turkey voiced disapproval yesterday
of the self-declared Kurdish govern-
ment in northern Iraq and vowed to
prevent Iraq’s disintegration.

- Foreign ministers of Iraq’s three
neighbors said after a meeting in
Ankare—+hat they attached the ut-
most Importance to Iraq’s territorial
integrity and political unity.

T "Weé believe thai acts and efforts
that may divide Iraq and develop-
ments which may lead to the disinte-
gration of Iraq will have negative
and dangerous consequences for re-
gional peace and security,” the min-
isters said in a statement.

:Turkey invited Syria, Iran and
Saudi Arabia for talks or northern
[raq after the Iraqi Kurds declared a
federated state within Iraq on Oct. 4

by the military
government
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and then staged an opposition meet-
ing to plan how to topple President
Saddam Hussein.

Sandi Arabia did not attend the
Ankara meeting.

“We believe that the future politi-
cal structure of Iraq must be decided
onty by the free choice and consent
of all the peole of Iraq, based on
democratic principles,” the minis-
ters said.

But they made clear that they were
not happy with the Iraqi Kurdish
administration. They challenged the
legitimacy of last month’s opposition
congress in Kurdish-held territory
attended by Sunnt, Shiite, Kurdish,
Assyrian and Turkoman factions.

“I's a chaotic situation in north-
ern Iraq," said Ali- Akbar Velayati of
Iran. "There’s no responsible govern-
ment there.”

Dismissing attempts by the opposi-
tion congress to promote itself as a
viable alternative to Hussein, Ve-
layati said at a news conference:
“Who can prove that what has been
decided there is on the basis of the
will of the majority of people of
Iraq?”

Syria's Farouk alSharaa described
the congress as “a way which might
lead to dividing Iraq, which we can-
not accept.”
~ Velayati and Turkey's Hikmet Ce-
tin noted that Iraqi Kurdish leaders
had denied that they wanted Iraq’s
disintegration.

Iran, Syria and Turkey, which all
have restive Kurdish minorities,
deny any desire to interfere, but say
any partition of Iraq would threaten
their own security.

Syria and Turkey backed the U.S-
led coalition in last year's Persian
Gulf war against Iraq after it invaded
Kuwait. Iran, which condemned Hus-
sein's 1990 seizure of the emirate,
opposes any Western military pres-
ence in the Middle East.



Magnitude
of Muslim Catastrophe
in KURDISTAN

At the occasion of occupation of Kuwalit in August 1990 the
world suddenly realized that Iraq had an aggressive ruler
whose activiteis threatened the neighborhood. It took the
entire world community and the military might of 27+1
country to push him out of Kuwait and prevent him from de-
stroying the land.

However, even the most popular uprising of the Kurds
along with other Iraqi citizens were not sufficient to draw
the world attention to the catastrophe that Saddam the Ter-
rible had inflicted upon Kurdistan. Furthermore, the defeat-
ed army was unleashed to take all its frustration and humili-
ations out on the Kurds. They forced a population close to
three million men, women and children out on the cold
mountains. Some of these refugees like the previous waves
were given help by the Kurds living in Iran and Turkey. The
Iranian government welcomed over a million within its bor-
ders. Turkey allowed about half a million reluctantly but ma-
Jjority were not permitted to cross the border and remained
on the mountains in Iraqi Kurdistan. This largest refugees
population demanded a quick humanitarian response. We
thank everyone who responded .

This new calamity obscured the real catastrophe that Sad-
dam Hussein had subjected the Kurdish Areas during 8
Years of his senseless war with Iran, and which can be called
as total destrruction of the countryside. ,

Under the pretext of war the forces of Saddam destroyed
over 4000 Kurdish villages with all their elementary schools,
Mosques, high schools, houses, shops and even the water
springs which were closed shut with cement.

Living creatures and all the live stock were killed by
chemical gas and the surviving population were forcefully re-
moved and transferred to concentration camps in southern
Iraq. At the defeat of Iraqi Army their grip over the concen-
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tration camps loosened and the Kurds returned to their
homes, but only to find piles of rocks and debries instead!
Actually the mountains were the only area left to them to go.

Partiya Islamia Kurdistani in collaboration with the Kurd-
ish American Fraternity, and several other Kurdish organiza-
tions call for the reconstruction of these villages so that :-

1. The Kurds could return home and continue a dignified
productive life.

2. Their products of agriculture and animal husbandry for
which Kurdistan area is very suitable could feed the
starving population elsewhere in Iraq.

3. The people of our time would atone for their scilence in
the face of atrocities committed against the Kurdish
nation in this way, at least.

For this purpose we recommend that since the Kurdish
farmers are capable of rebuilding their villages, funds must
be allocated to assist them in 3 phases :-

a) The first installment in spring to rebuild their homes:

b} The second installment in fall to help farmers cultivate
winter crops such as weat, barley and cereals;

c) The third installment in winter to help the farmers cul-
tivate spring and summer crops.

We recommend an annual subsidy of US$ 500.00/ family.

The estimated relief shown in table (1) may be adopted by
agencies, governments and charity organizations who are in-
terested in helping the Kurds :-

NOTE: 4000 villages destroyed can be rebuilt in annual
rate of at least 100. Once the number has reached the level
to house a sufficient population the people themselves will
assist their neighbours to rebuild more villages and the cost
may not remain the same but decrease considerably.
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Kurdistan’s self-rule...
Talabani and Barzani, whose par-

ties dominate the Kurdistan parlia-
ment, said in separate interviews
that they got high-level assurances
of continued U.S. protection when
they met then-Secretary of State
James A. Baker 3 «: ~2rt of an lraqgi
opposition delegation last July.

“In London and Washington, they
said it's a commitment. They used
this word,” Talabani said. “It means
to me that we are not alone in our
struggte.” Although independence
has long been a dream of Kurds
scattered throughout the states of
this region, Talabani said: “We are
realistic. We don’t think it’s possible
to have it.”

Barzani was even more explicit.
“Both Mr. Baker and [national secu-
rity adviser Brent} Scowcroft empha-
sized that they will not allow the
Iraqi government and Saddam to
commit these acts upon the Kurds

again,” he said “I personally believe
that two people of that caliber ...
will not drag America’s name down
by abandoning their promises.”

The line separating Kurdistan
from the rest of Iraq is now a well-
fortified string of Iraqi army detach-
ments, sometimes only 500 yards
from a much more slender thread of
Kurdish forces, called pesh merga.

“We are frightened of course, be-
cause they have artillery, mortars,”
said a policeman in charge of the
Kurdish checkpoint at Chamchamal.
“We are not sleeping well.”

Asked why the Iraqis, visible just
down the road, do not simply over-
run his checkpoint, he replied:
“First, they are frightened of the
Americans. Then they are frightened
of the pesh mergas. If there was no
fear of the Americans, they would
attack us, they would kill us. If the
help of America was not with us, we
could not stay here.”

Table 1:Estimated cost of Kurdistan reconstruction

Item

Single Living Unit

Single Mosque

Single Elementary School
Single High School Building
Single Clinic Building

OBND AW

Single Family Annual Assistance
Single Orphan Annual Assistance
Single Widow Annual Subsidy

. Quranic School Annual Subsidy
10. Single High School Annual exp.

uss

2.000.00
18,500.00
13,000.00
21,500.00

5,500.00

500.00
200.00
300.00

1,500.00

25,500.00

11, Single women and children clinic

( annual running expense.)

12. Single Islamic Vocational Institute

20,650.00
12,250.00



THE KEYS TO
KURD'S MEMORIES

eing born a Kurd can be a
curse — one that every
Kurd feels deep in the fab-
ric of his or her soul. So
that even though I am free
and alive today because of Amnesty
International and its support people, 1
hope my story will explain to you why I
still feel the crushing pain of this curse
as deeply as any of my Kurdish brethren.

We Kurds are a nation without a
face. An ethnic group of more than 25
million cast adrift without a country.
With so much of our history written in
blood and oppression that we want only
to cry out with the pain and frustration
of it.

Yet in many of the countries where
we live, we cannot cry out and must con-
fine ourselves to whispers. Our rage
itself can be a crime. Even the beauty of
our language and music are things many
Kurds must treasure only in memory —
for they are forbidden to be spoken or
played aloud.

For many in America, the first
awareness of my people. came in 1988,
when Saddam Hussein dropped chemi-
cal bombs and nerve gas on a small Kut-
dish city in Iraq named Halabja.

More than 5,000 people perished in
this depraved act. And from the safety of
my home in the United States, I wept
silently with the knowledge of Kurdish

mothers cradling the dying bodies of
their innocent children — while Iraqi
bulldozer plowed under the dead bodies
and half-demolished buildings that were
evidence of their hideous crime.

Did I say the “safety” of my home?
This is a difficult word for a Kurd to
comprehend. In fact, the Kurdish motto,
born so long ago no one can even
remember its origins, is “The Kurds have
no friends.” Who can live under such
words and ever feel truly safe?

Certainly not a Kurd such as myself.
For even though I had been living in the
United States for three years before the
horrors of Halabja, the torment of that
event seemed simply one more stone in
the pathway of a Kurdish life,

I was born in a small town in Iran
named Qasre-Shirin, just on the border
with Iraq. Though I shared with my sis-
ters and brothers a childhood filled with
the beauties of Kurdish culture, especial-
ly the poetry that so defines us, and
spent many a night sleeping under the
stars, watching the nightworms glow in
the darkness, I knew I did not live in a
paradise.

For there was another glow each
night, as well. The glow of orange fire
against the night sky whenever we
turned our heads toward Iraq.

These were Kurdish villages being
burned by the Iraqi army to force my
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people out. And along with the racking
sounds of distant gunfire I could also
hear our elders whisper and curse in
anguish — the first lessons in a litany of
frustration and pain I would come to
know well.

For we all knew that what was hap-
pening to our brothers and sisters in Iraq
might as easily be happening to us in
Iran. And my dreams became filled with
nightmares of my own village and house
being burned to the
ground, with my own
silent screams going
unheard.

Every day in
school, the state was
trying to squeeze the
essence of Kurdishness
from my body, my soul.
Painted signs forbade
the words of my own
language and I was
forced to learn and
speak Farsi, the lan-
guage of our oppres-
S0rS,

Sometimes I could
feel inspired by teach-
ers who I sensed might
set my soul free — only to find one day
that they had disappeared, never to
return. And sometimes they did return,
looking bruised and scarred, terribly
older, unwilling to explain their absence.

There was something terribly wrong
in our world, something each child
among us could feel, like a monster
squatting down upon us, making it diffi-
cult to breathe.

I began to take refuge in the ambigu-
ous myths of Persian poetry. Within those
wondrous images, I could imagine trees

We Kurds are a
pation without a
face. An ethnic

group of more than
25 million cast
adrift without a
country.

as Kurdish freedom fighters and great
victories over the evil that pressed in
around me.

But I made a dangerous mistake. I
began to speak of the events of the
poems and compare them to what was
happening around me. I became known
as a troublemaker — someone who
wrote poetry and read great literature
like the novels of Gorky and Dos-
toyevsky. And 1 attracted the attention of
the Savak — the Shah’s
dreaded secret police.

To save my life,
my parents had me sent
to India. There I had to
learn still another lan-
guage — English. Was
I never to hear my
beloved Kurdish again?
And though I told my
new friends that [ was
an exchange student
who would one day
return to my native
land, I cried myself to
sleep each night, fear-
ing that at the age of 16
I had seen my,parents
and brothers and sisters
for the last time.

When the Islamic Revolution came
to Iran, there was hope at first, but every
Kurd soon learned nothing had changed.

In one sorrowful incident, the Irani-
ans slaughtered six innocent Kurdish
children in a schoolyard, and T wept
anew at the curse that still tormented us
—- but which I had not yet learned was
about to reach out for me, as well.

For 1 was then arrested by the Indi-
an government — detained on charges 1
was not allowed to know and still do not

JUuDi
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know to this day. For the Iranians wan!-
ed me back, and had requested my
extradition by the Indian government.

I was left chained to a cold wall in a
prison cell in Bangalore. But what did
that matter? A Kurd is always in prison.
So in this case it was simply one prison
inside a larger one.

But I was no fool. The Iranians
were constantly trying to extradite
Kurds from abroad. It was lucrative for
them. I would be shot on the airplane.
And when my parents arrived at the air-
port to meet me, they would be told I
was dead — and my body sold to them,

I was fortunate. Amnesty Interna-
tional heard of my plight and expedited
my case, for they knew that if they did
not save me from being put on that
plane, I would be killed.

It took months of effort, but
Amnesty managed to get me freed. And
I will be ever grateful to you the rest of
my life.

But I must be honest. I am a Kurd.
Freeing me has removed only one of the
prisons that surround me. I am still

locked behind the walls that imprison
every Kurd on earth.

I have told you my story, but I am
only one among millions.

If you read anything at all about the
fate of,the Kurds in Iraq, you will hear it
said that 4,000 Kurdish villages have
been destroyed — demolished, bumned,
their wells poisoned — during the past
15 years. And perhaps you wonder
whether anything so cruel could possi-
bly be true.

May I tell you something? If you
should ever find yourself in a Kurdish
town or village, ask any mother to
show you the keys.

The keys will no longer unlock any-
thing but the memories imprisoned in an
anguished heart. For they are the keys to
Kurdish houses that no longer exist.
Houses in Kurdish towns and villages
that have been ripped from the surface
of the earth as if to wipe away all evi-
dence of our existence.

And almost every Kurdish mother
in Iraq has one. Each key representing a
home where meals were once prepared
for a family that sat about the sufrah,
whispering the words of a forbidden lan-
guage while their ears strained to hear
the music so long denied them.

A home where children once
played. Or did their homework. Or
gazed at the stars while words of glorni-
ous poetry came alive in their minds.

Because [ am a Kurd, and 1 know
the pain that history has inflicted on my
people, it is hard for me to know in my
heart that we will ever be able to sing
our songs everywhere on this earth. Or
speak our language with all of the ener-
gy that is in our hearts. The curse that
every Kurd has grown up with makes
such things seem impossible dreams.

But I do know that people like you
have helped Amnesty bring about such
things before. And I am free and alive
and never expected to be, so [ have a
reason to at least hope.

And what I also know is that people
will die in Iraq if there is no one to bear
witness to what happens to the Kurds.
This T know as surely as there are keys
hanging from the necks of Kurdish
mothers.

Reza Jalall

il.
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CBCRCY, FIERSE!
DEMCRACY, PLERSE!
DEMOCRACY, PLEASE!

THE IRAQI OPPOSITION MET IN THE CITY OF SALAH ULDIN,
IN THE LIBERATED PART OF SQUTHERN KURDISTAN, OCTOBER
27-29,1992, WHERE THEY WERE RECEIVED WITH EUPHORIA
AND GENUINE WELCOME BY THE NATIVE KURDS. IN THE MIDST
OF THE TURMOIL AND SUFFERINGS WHICH THE KURDS HAD TO
ENDURE FOR THE PAST 75 YEARS, IN IRAQ ALONE, THEY
LEFT NO DOUBT THAT THEY WERE UNLIKE SOME IN THE
REGION, WELCOMED ALL THOSE WHQ SHARED THEIR DREAMS OF
FREEDOM As" NATION. FREEDOM FROM OPPRESSION, AND
FREEDOM TO BE WHERE YOU ARE, A KURD, A TURKMAN, AN
ARAB, A JEW, A CHRISTIAN, OR A MUSLIM-

THE KURDISH HOSTS WELCOMED THE IRAQI OPPOSITION
GROUPS CH THEIR FREE LAND, AND MADE IT KNOWN, FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF IRAQ, THAT DEMOCRACY CAN
BE REAL AND BENEFICIAL TO ALL THOSE WHO ADHERE TQ ITS
PRECEPTS.

THOSE WHO WERE INTIMIDATED THE MOST BY THIS GATHERING
WERE THQSE WHO OPPOSE ETHNIC FREEDOMS, LIKE THE
SERBIANS, THEY HARBOR NOTIONS OF "ETHNIC CLEANSING"
AND ARE DOMINEERING WHEN IT COMES TO THE RIGHTS OF
OTHERS.

THE WORLD OBSERVED THE DEMOCRATIC NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDINGS AND WHERE AMAZED AT THE POSITIVE
DISPOSITION OF THE PARTICIPANTS, ESPECIALLY THE
DEMOCRATICALLY MINDED KURDISH HOSTS. IT IS WORTHY OF
NOTICE THAT THE KURDISH NATURE HAS BEEN AND WILL
REMAIN TO BE "LIVE AND LET LIVE". WITH THE HELP OF
ALL THOSE WHC TRULY LOVE PEACE, GOD WILLING, THE
KURDISH EXPERIENCE WITH DEMOCRACY WILL BE CONTAGIOUS
AND THE NATIONS OF THE REGION BECOME AFFECTED.

IKU- CHALAK
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL
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O’ mankind' we created you from a single male and a female; and placed
you into nations and tribes so that you may know each other. Verily, the
best of you, ip the sight of Allah are the most rightious of you.
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